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Choosing a business/brand name 

 
Branding is about: 
 Consistent messages 

 Consistent branding. Do you have a consistent look and feel to every piece of marketing material that 

goes out of your business including emails, advertisements, web site design, business cards, brochures, 

social media, signage, sign writing on vehicles etc.? 

 Consistent product/service quality (having good systems and train your staff) 

 

Think about: 
 What do you stand for? (product/service/values etc.) 

 What are your points of difference? 

 Who are your customers? 

 Develop a logo that will appeal to your type of customers and reflects what you’re selling 

 Research other logos 

 Be different from your competition 

 Decide purpose of logo – what will you use it for? (think about shape) 

 Get it designed (or do it yourself using software like www.canva.com ) 

 Trademark it if you think you need it 

The do’s: 
 Make sure the name is simple, easy to pronounce, memorable and easy to spell. 

 Ensure it relates to your area, farm, name and/or your type of business  

 Research the web, the companies websites etc. to ensure the name isn’t already taken.  

Use https://www.business.govt.nz/onecheck/ to check the availability of your preferred name  

 Ensure the domain name you want is available (and relates to your name – preferably the same word as 

your name so it’s easy to find online). Check the .nz and .co.nz and perhaps a few other. Go to 

www.1stdomains.co.nz to check this (or another domain host) 

 Ensure it’s different from your competition (research their names) 

 If you’re considering trademarking the name, ensure someone else hasn’t already done so 

 Don’t make the name to generic 

The don’ts: 
 Stay away from negative connotations 

 Make sure the name doesn’t mean something negative or inappropriate in other languages 

 Don’t restrict your name too much (with the eye on future growth)  

  

http://www.canva.com/
https://www.business.govt.nz/onecheck/
http://www.1stdomains.co.nz/
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Ideas on how to generate names: 

 

 Brainstorm words that relate to the product / service / farm 

 Words that relate to the benefits for the customer 

 Words that relate to the values/quality of the company and products 

 Words related to colours, animals, plants, your industry, your types of customers etc. 

 Use a thesaurus to look up related names/words 

 Consider combining words 

 Ensure your name is meaningful rather than too generic 

 Use adjectives 

 Use humour 

 Does it evoke emotion?

 

 

 

 

 


